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From the material point of view such a proposal is unacceptable, for France without further territory in Europe being taken from her could be so crushed as to lose her position as a great Power, and become subordinate to German policy.
Altogether apart from that, it would be a disgrace for us to make this bargain with Germany at the expense of France—a disgrace from which the good name of this country would never recover.
The Chancellor also, in effect, asks us to bargain away whatever obligation or interest we have as regards the neutrality of Belgium. We could not entertain that bargain either.
Sir Edward Grey sent this reply on his own initiative after consulting the Prime Minister, but however much his Cabinet colleagues might differ on other points, they were at one in holding that he had done rightly.
The Bglg^an Question
for neutrality made it clear on July 30 that the were contemplating war, and contemplating the invasion of Belgium. From this point onwards Belgium became the deciding issue for the British Government, the issue which was to bring Ministers to the all-but-unanimous decision that their entry into the war was an obligation of honour as well as a necessity of policy. Up to this point there had been three opinions in the Cabinet; one, held by a majority at the beginning, that the threatened war was a continental struggle in which we were under no obligation to intervene; another, that our intervention should be confined to action at sea and not extend to landing an army on the continent; a third, which was at first the opinion of only a small minority, that interest and policy would compel us to intervene to prevent the downfall of France, and its certain consequence, the establishment of a German l^g^mony in Europe.
Q& all the issues toS^Sg our relations with France or Russia^ it could be argued that we were under no obligation to intervene. We had again and again explained to the French that in promising diplomatic support and consenting to "inilimry conversations" we reserved the decision of peace aad war to ourselves and to our own Parliament, if or when the time came* Our naval arrangements with the French did indeed place us under an obligation to defend the northern coasts of France, but on that the Germans had offered to meet
